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Our Mission Statement:   

 

 òThe Lansing Fire Department is committed to serving the Lansing area 

community with the highest levels of life and property protection.  We will 

achieve this by providing excellent compassionate service in an atmosphere 

that encourages innovation, professional development and diversity.ó 

 

Å As a result of this mission, the Lansing Fire Department has developed into a 

multi faceted agency responsible for providing a wide range of emergency 

and non emergency services.  The Lansing Fire Departmentõs six divisions 

constantly strive to fulfill our mission statement. 

 

Virg Bernero, Mayor 

Tom Cochran, Fire Chief 
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Lansing Fire Department 
Fire Board Commissioners 

Yvonne Young McConnell 

3rd Ward 

Robert Hudson 

1st Ward 

Helen Keeney 

Chairperson 

2nd Ward 

Frank Ferro 

At-Large 

Robert Brown Jr. 

4th Ward 

Louis Vinson III 

Vice-Chairperson 

At-Large 

Jill Rhode 

At-Large 

Jody Washington 

At-Large 



Lansing Fire Department 

LANSING FIRE BOARD 

 
Å The City of Lansing Fire Board has been established by the City Charter 

and acts as an advisory board to the elected and appointed officials. 

 

Å The Fire Board exercises the following responsibilities: 

ïEstablishes administrative rules for the Lansing Fire Department 

ïApproves the rules of conduct for the Lansing Fire Department 
members 

ïReceives and resolves complaints 

ïReviews and approves the Lansing Fire Department budget 

 

Å The Fire Board is composed of eight (8) members, one for each of the 
four (4) wards in the City and four (4) at-large members. 

 



Lansing Fire Department 

FIRE CHIEF 

Tom Cochran 

Fire Administration 

Administrative 

Assistant 

Patti Starnes 

 The Administrative Division is responsible 

for the overall management of the 

department and the coordination of our 

efforts based on direction from the Mayor, 

City Council and Fire Board.  We constantly 

strive to efficiently manage the efforts of 

our divisions to insure we are delivering 

service consistent with our mission 

statement. 

Financial Officer 

Ellen Vogt 



Lansing Fire Department 

The Lansing Fire Department Finance division has had an interesting year.  

 

ÂThe budget was, and still is an ongoing project. The Cityõs economic state was the driving 

factor in finding more and better ways to cut costs and to do our òbusinessó more 

efficiently. Under the direction of Chief Cochran and Assistant Chief James these goals 

were met.   

 

ÂTo date the Finance department has processed 10 retirements and hired 10 new recruits.   

Finance Division 

Ellen Vogt 

Department Financial Officer 



Lansing Fire Department 

Å This is the second year that Finance and the Union local 421 have served on the 

steering committee for United Way, supported the MDA- Lock-Up, the Food Drive, and 

Career Day.  

 

Å Ambulance Revenue:  The City of Lansing and the Lansing Fire Department has 

changed itõs billing services from Medical Management Systems to Med 3000 with GC 

collections, bringing the total since July 1, 2009 to $164,599.74 to date. 

 

Å It is my privilege and honor to serve the Lansing Fire Department as the Department 

Finance Officer. I would like to thank Chief W. Cochran and Assistant Chief T. James 

for this opportunity. 

 

Ellen Vogt, Department Finance Officer 

Lansing Fire Department 

Finance Division cont. 
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Fire Marshal Division 

Secretary 

Michelle Greko 

Fire Marshal 

Brad Drury 

Inspector 

Roberta Fockler 

Inspector 

Gretchen Kohsmann 
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